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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed on 9/1 1/00. 

2. Claims 1 - 42 are pending in the case. Claims 1 , 12, 1 5, 26, 29, and 40 are 
independent. 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 1 21 : 

I. Claims 1-11, 15 -25. and 29 - 39. drawn to Group I, classified in class 
715, subclass 531. 

II. Claims 12 - 1^ 26 - 28, and 40 - 42, drawn to Group II, classified in class 
345, subclass 739. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions Group I and Group II are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as 
claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for 
patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other 
combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because it does not 
need to search a repository over a network. The subcombination has separate utility 
such as updating a shared repository over a network. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nathan Hillery whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4502. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F, 8:30a.m. - 5:00p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (703) 305-9792. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 




/JOSEPH H. FEILD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



